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Just to let you know...
Wednesday, December 12th

Parent Ed Morning
8:15 a.m.

(note time change)
Math

Thursday, December 13th
8:00-9:00 a.m.

Family Outreach meeting
Room 129

"The Friends of Tobin” is a parent-volunteer led 
non-profit organization designed to complement 
public resources available to the Tobin School. This 
501 (c) 3 organization has kicked off its annual 
appeal and is seeking broad participation from the 
families at Tobin. There are 207 families at the 
Tobin School, and our most important fund-raising 
metric this year will be percent of families 
participating. No gift is too small.
We are only a few days into the annual appeal and 
already we have ten Tobin families, or nearly 5%, 
who have given. We have several gifts  from 
families who have not given previously - Thank 
you! 
We are very excited by the participation, and we 
hope you'll consider 
giving to the 
organization that 
brought Curious 
Creatures to the 
classroom, and funded 
field trips to the 
Museum of Science & 
New England Aquarium. 
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Today’s 
Teamwork,

Tomorrow’s 
Success

“When dealing with children there is greater need for observing than of probing”
                                                                                                                                   Maria Montessori

Henry, Ada and Alice’s grandparents took all the donations from the 
Tobin Community and brought them to our friends in New Jersey who 

need supplies after Hurricane Sandy.

"Zumba Nights 
with Katherine" 
are held on the 
following three 
nights:  
 Tuesday,
 Dec. 11th,   
Thursday, 

December 13th and  Tuesday, 
January, 3rd from 7:00 to 8:00pm 
at the Cambridge War Memorial 
Center 1640 Cambridge Street.  
This is a great opportunity for 
people to try out Zumba without 
gym or club memberships.  The fee 
is $10 per person but Tobin moms 
and dads can get in for just $8!

SIBLING ALERT!!!
Do you have a child who will be 3 years old by 
August 31, 2013 and they have a brother or 

sister who attends the Tobin Montessori 
School? If so, I need to know right away, so I can 
let the Family Resource Center know how many 
sibling families we have at the Tobin. Space is 

limited.

http://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-theory/
http://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-theory/
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Early Release Days

March 5th

May 8th

June TBA

Martha Kelley MMosman

Principal

MMosman@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 151

Mr. Joey Huber 

School Administration Manager

JHuber@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 152

Fay Chaisson

School Secretary

FChaisson@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 150

Mary Frawley

Family Liaison

MFrawley@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 153

This week's All-School Assembly featured a 
presentation by City Step, the district wide, resident 
dance program, in which all 5th-7th graders participate.  
Tobin's 5th graders showcased a typical City Step class 
and some of the routines they are working on. They 
started with an opening ritual in which they 
chant, "Everybody plays! You've got to give respect to 
get respect. I'm in control!"  after which they 
performed the famous choreography to Michael 
Jackson's "Thriller!"  They then showcased some dance 
exercises.  In the first one, each student had the 
opportunity to "dance" an impersonation of an Olympic 
Sport (of which track-running across the stage seemed 
to be a favorite standby).  In the next one, a student 
would start a movement while everyone else stamped 
out a beat.  The next student would come along and 
say, "What are you doing?"  Whatever the first students 
answer, that is the action the next student would have 
to "dance" (or in some cases, sing).  They also 
conducted an exercise with the whole audience tamping 
out the ubiquitous "We Will Rock You" beat.  Then 
they delighted us with a preview of their dance finale 
planned for this coming April to a song about "The 
Magic in Me."  Finally, they closed with a refrain of 
their opening ritual, and an exuberant "1,2,3 CITY 
STEP!" leap into the air.  I found the passion and 
enthusiasm of the young dance teachers to be 
infectious, and I'm honored that our Tobin students get 
to enjoy the privilege of this wonderful program, which 
seems to foster such healthy physical self-expression in 
our kids.            
 ~Jennifer Oberhauser

  Tobin Arts Council News!

On Tuesday, 12/18, before our Tobin School Winter Concert, the 
Tobin Arts Council will be hosting a Winter Concert Breakfast 
fundraiser! Details are still to be decided, but if you are able to 

donate a breakfast item, please contact our parent volunteer, 
Debbie Jamas at djamas79@gmail.com, or 

let Mary Frawley know.

The 5th grade partnership with Wheelock Family Theatre, 10 
drama workshop sessions with a drama teaching artist, 
concluded on Wednesday, November 21, with a 
demonstration for 5th grade parents. The curriculum content 
focused on the cultural and scientific developments of early 
man. It was exciting to see the students' focus develop 
through "games," in particular the intense rounds of Zip Zap 
Zop. In addition, the students gained more confidence in 
their movements and voices over the 5-week period. The hope 
is that the students will not only retain the curriculum content 
more concretely, but that they will also have learned new 
ways to approach their own learning styles. The students will 
also be attending Wheelock Family Theatre's production of 
Oliver in February. **This partnership was made possible by 
funding from the 2011 Cambridge Arts Council grant  as well as 
our own Tobin Arts Council! Thanks to all who contribute to 
the Friends of Tobin's appeal and who have purchased items 
sold (calendars, notecards, bags) by the Tobin Arts Council; 
funds raised through these efforts allow interesting curriculum-
related events to happen at the Tobin!
The Tobin's partnership with 
Longy School of Music is being 
revamped this year from 
monthly all-school 
performances to more intimate 
workshops for smaller groups 
with the hope that students 
will find the programs more 
accessible and interesting. We 
are also working to make connections between the Longy 
students' projects and our curriculum content. The objectives  
of this partnership include bringing live music into the school, 
introducing music of different cultures, and letting students 
be part of a composition process. In November, the 4th 
graders in rooms 215 and 224 participated in 3 workshops 
with flutist Brittney Balkcom during which they developed 
sounds using untuned percussion instruments, drew 
background images of the scene they were to represent 
through their playing and performed for each other in 
small groups. On the final day, Brittney performed 
contemporary American composer George Crumb's 
Voice of the Whale.

mailto:djamas79@gmail.com
mailto:djamas79@gmail.com
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