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Dates to Remember:

No School
Monday, 

November 
12th

Veterans 
Day

Annual Turkey Trot
Wednesday, 

November 21st
All grades 

including Upper 
School will be part of 

this yearly event.
Donations of turkeys, pies, cider and 

cash will be 
accepted 
through 
November 
20th.

TOBIN 

MONTESSORI 

WEEKLY 
NOVEMBER 9, 2012 

Today’s 
Teamwork,

Tomorrow’s 
Success

Cosmic Education
Thursday, 

November 15th
5:30-7:00 p.m.

Something new is happening at Tobin Montessori! 
Our traditional Math and Literacy Nights 
are taking on a new look and spinning into

Cosmic Education Family Fun Night.  
Just like Math and Literacy nights in the past, 
this is a family event, and parents and children 

will participate in the events together.
So, come join the fun!
The event will include:

5:30 - 6:00 - Pizza (cafeteria)
Please let Mary Frawley know if you plan on attending.

MFrawley@cpsd.us
6:00 - 6:30 - Interactive Science Experiments (hallways)

6:30 - 7:00 - The Creation Story (gym)
*Please turn to the back side for more information about Cosmic 

Education and the evening’s events 

“The things he sees are not just remembered; they form a part of his soul.”

                                                                                                  Maria Montessori

This past week, we had a great time celebrating 
Halloween when the afterschool program sponsored 

a Halloween party.

Tobin Website is live! 
www.tobin.cpsd.us

mailto:MFrawley@cpsd.us
mailto:MFrawley@cpsd.us
http://www.tobin.cpsd.us
http://www.tobin.cpsd.us
http://www.tobin.cpsd.us
http://www.tobin.cpsd.us
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Early Release Days:

                 November 8th
March 5th

May 8th

June TBA

Martha Kelley Mosman

Principal

MMosman@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 151

Mr. Joey Huber 

School Administration Manager

JHuber@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 152

Fay Chaisson

School Secretary

FChaisson@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 150

Mary Frawley

Family Liaison

MFrawley@cpsd.us

617-349-6600 X 153

As a 
professional 
entertainer, I 
was lucky 
enough to 
have 12 
shows this 
past week for 
Halloween.  
By far my 
favorite was 
stopping by 
on 
Wednesday 
to read 
"ROOM ON 
THE 
BROOM" to 
my son's and 
nephew's 

classes (Rooms 286 & 283 together).  It's a wonderfully 
written and illustrated rhyming story about a friendly 
witch who keeps losing things while flying around on 
her broom.  At every turn, a charitable animal appears 
to retrieve her belongings and join her journey.  When 
the broom breaks and they all land in a bog, a fierce 
dragon threatens to eat her ("Just this once, I'll have 
witch WITHOUT fries!"), but the animals conspire 
together to disguise themselves as one big frightful 
mud-covered beast, thus revealing the cowardice of the 
dragon (bully), who makes a hasty retreat.  In 
celebration, they each collect a favorite item for the 
witch's cauldron.  "Iggety, Ziggety, Zaggety ZOOM!"  
Out comes a TRULY MAGNIFICENT BROOM (with 
custom accommodations for each beloved passenger).  
I can't decide what is most alluring about this book; the 
delightful personification of the witch, the bravery & 
cooperative ingenuity of the animals or the intrinsic 
romance of TRAVEL.  Needless to say, the children 
were spellbound (ba dum, psh).  Then I TAPPED my 
broomstick and WHOOSH; I was gone! 

*Cosmic Education
This year, the John Tobin School became 

the Tobin Montessori School. Every class in the 
pre-K to 5th grade is now a dedicated Public 
Montessori School. Since Cosmic Education is 
the central theme of Montessori at the 1st grade and above, the idea of a 
Cosmic Education Night became a reality.  Cosmic Ed Nights are a part of 
the effort to educate our parents in this central part of Montessori 
philosophy. They were not meant to replace the Math Night and Literacy 
Nights; they are offered as a way to integrate Math and Literacy into the 
prevailing Montessori approach to education.

Cosmic Education appeared in the Montessori literature around 1913, 
six years after the start of the first Montessori school. Dr. Montessori was 
already working on continuing her educational system beyond six years of 
age and spent the next twenty years researching and experimenting with the 
next step in Montessori. Cosmic Education is based on several key 
thoughts. Gathering data from observation and her studies as a scientist, 
Dr. Montessori found that: 

1. All things in the universe are interdependent 
2. We humans play a role in the universe
3. Each of us has an individual cosmic task
Because children of six years of age begin a new developmental stage, 

a new educational approach was necessary. Central to that new 
developmental stage is the capacity to imagine.  As distinguished from 
fantasy, the capacity to imagine makes it possible for the six to twelve year 
old to transport herself in place and time. This new capacity along with the 
ability to abstract made it possible to study geography and history. Dr. 
Montessori noticed that children of this age group were also drawn to big 
ideas and big concepts. So she conceived of giving children, “a vision of the 
whole universe…for all things are part of the universe, and are connected 
with each other to form one whole unity.”

From these early beginnings, the Cosmic Education curriculum 
emerged. In order to give the child a grasp of the totality of the whole 
universe, the curriculum was conceived with the Five Great Lessons 
emerging as the heart of the program. Brilliantly imagined, they begin with 
the Creation Story, the formation of our Solar System and the emergence of 
our planet Earth, they morph into the Coming of Life to earth, and the 
appearance of the Humans, the creation of Civilizations and the History of 
Math and the History of Communication.

The first Cosmic Education Night will celebrate the Creation Story, 
since it is essential to telling the rest of the story of the Universe. Science 
and its usefulness to help us understand Creation, will be pivotal to the first 
night, as well as big story telling. The second Cosmic Education Night will 
celebrate the other great stories and feature the human creations of Math 
and Literacy.
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